[Hepatitis B virus and the inflammatory/immunologic response (II): a new opportunity for the treatment of chronic hepatitis B and a suggestion for the treatment of other persistent viral diseases].
With the immunologic rationale exposed in the first part of this paper, the authors analyze a new experimental treatment which includes the combination of an antiviral (ribavirin) and an immunomodulator (AM3) in a model of hepatotoxic viral-infection in mice. Rationale for this associated treatment is based on the ability of AM3 to restore the natural immunity through the induction of IL-12 and IFN-gamma. Furthermore, the treatment with AM3 decreases factor C3 of the complement system which appears to be implied in IL-12 downregulation. Experimental and clinical results showed herein suggest a new approach to the treatment of viral hepatitis which combines the use of antivirals in combination with immunomodulators able to restore the "immunologic chaos" induced by some viruses.